NATION
VETERAN

| have had a very busy
time from Feb to March.
First there was the
Elders Conference at
Harrison.

Full report is in the

Keynote opening
address about the
importance of Métis
Identity and of
Language &
Traditions.

Whispering Winds. Page Annie Johnston & Cliff
6&7.

Minutes of the Veterans
Meeting that took place
at that time have been
distributed.

MNBC Minister for Veterans
& Veterans Committee Chair-
man at the Elders Conference

March 6th & 7th
Knowledge Keepers
Conference atU-Vic
with 5 Members of the
Veterans Committee in
attendance.
Co-sponsored by MNBC
& the U-Vic Office of
Indigenous Affairs. Very
educational and
informative. Tom
McCallum gave the

Suvee spoke about
Métis Experiences,
Healing & Traditions.
Stella Johnson gave a
basic lesson on the
Cree Language.
Cleansing Circles were
preformed by Cliff
Suvee with Tom
McCallum on the
Drum.

™ G [N
Métis Knowledge Keepers
Tom McCallum & CIiff
Suvee

March 13th to 15th
Provincial Health
Forum in Richmond.
Tanya Davoren did an
excellent job.

There was representa-
tion from Federal as
well as Provincial
agencies.

Mary and | attended the
meeting for Region 1
Vancouver Island.

One of the Agencies at
this meeting was the
Cancer Society. There
was a lot of information
available from them and
they will come to the
Community to give info
and advise on treatments
available, nutrition, and
assistance that is
available for people
with cancer and most

MNBC Director of Health &

Sport, Tanya Davoren ad-
dressing the gathering at the
MNBC Health Forum

important info for those
who are interested in

prevention.
Continued on page 2

A Thrifty Thought!

USE IT UP
WEAR IT OUT
OR DO
WITHOUT




Chairman’s Messagecontinued from page 1.......

Walter Koenders

The Diabetes Society also has
many helpful aids on nutrition
and caring for and cooking for
diabetics. They also have a
program where they come to the
Community level to assist
people.

Colleen Hodgson has distributed
a book to Locals. B.C Seniors
Guide Helping Seniors Live
Well. Look for it. Colleen is also
working on getting the Grade
four Métis Education program
out and running for Métis
Education in schools.

March 17; | attended the Métis
Meet & Greet Luncheon at Pitt
Meadows.

Henry Hall, Minister of Housing
& Region 2 Director passed out
Questionnaires for each Elder to
write out his or her memories of
home remedies from Parents &
Grandparents. These will be
recorded and shared with Métis.
Victoria Pruden Minister of
Women & Elders & Henry along
with Yuri Oresciwicz on the
camera interviewed Elders about
their life stories. This will be an
ongoing project to preserve our
heritage. Also in attendance was
Our Minister of Veterans and
Region 1 Director Lissa Smith.
There was an excellent lunch
served by Students from The
Aboriginal Chef Training School.
The school is part of the Métis
Skills & Employment Centre in
Abbotsford, Under Manager
Chef Andrew George Jr. Chef
George is turning out Honor
Students from his very small and
cramped Quarters.

As well as stories from Elders,

Tom McCallum and Annie design a course, test the Students
Johnston, Elders were entertainedg see what level they are

by Maddi McCallum and at ,provide extra instruction
Taionnaih Akubal in dance. where needed and teach maxi-
Henry Hall also brought some of mum of 16 Students per class.

his Artifacts to display. Avery  \when finished they are placed
enjoyable time was had by all.  yjth the Employer that they have
Thank you Victoria, Henry & been trained for. The success rate
Lissa and the Chilliwack Métis is very impressive_ No waste of
Association. time on lessons that are not
March18th Meet & Greet held at relevant to the job

MNBC Office. Here Henry Hall
& Victoria Pruden interviewed
more Elders. Lissa Smith was in
attendance to assist and support
the Elders, Veterans and
Ministers.

April 1st. Mary & | were invited
to take the Tour of the Skills &
Employment Centers at New
Westminster & Abbotsford. Very
impressive.

R to L L. Smith, W. Koenders, H.
Hall, M. Langhtorne, F, Caron, B.

Also along on the tour were Fred |Pumont, D. Hodgson & W. Stachura

Caron Deputy Minister for Fed-

eral Interlocutor Dept of Indian & The Abbotsford Training Center

Northern Affairs, Wanda concentrates mainly on Carpentry
Stachura Senior Development & E|ectrica|’ Core Training,

Officer B.C Office of the Federal aporiginal Chef Training, First

Interlocutor, President Dumont, 3id.CEO Malonie Langthorne
Vice President Hodgson, Col-  has submitted a proposal for
leen Hodgson, Lissa Smith, CEO expansion on the Métis Skills &
Malonie Langthorne, Henry Hall Employment Centre in

& several Staff Members all Abbotsford to the Federal &
driven on the Métis Bus by Mar- proyincial Governments. MNBC
lin Ratch also Interim Director is |00king to purchase an existing
of Employment & Training for ~ school on 13.52 acres with a
the School. 40,000 sq ft. building. The new
facility would be capable of
housing all the Skills Training in
one Location.

The New West Center Designs
programs to suit the needs of
specific Employers for e.g.
Safeway, Overwaitea, C.N. &
C.P. Rall, B.C Housing & B.C.
Ferries. The Directors get re-
guirements from the Employer,



News & Updates by Region

| have been travelling to meet
with communities on the island.
In Feb. attended Campbell Rive
potluck, AGM and election. |
signed up 2 new members. Liss
Smith, Minister for Veterans and
| ran the election for them. |
handed out quite a few Disability
Tax Credit forms, and veteran
application forms.

In March attended Port Alberni

Sports Tanya Davoren and
Vernon Métis Association
President, William Gagne. A
Poppy of remembrance was left
on George’s burial blanket
within the ceremonial pipe

circle, as well as on Georges
Métis Sash which was part of his
memorial display at the potluck
feast.

&'

meeting, and handed out
disability Tax credit forms, and
veteran committee applications.

April 24 | attended Radar Hill L '# $%

Kapyong Ceremony along with March 13" - 18" | attended the
4 other Métis Veterans from MNBC Health Forum in

Region 1. It was nice of them to Richmond. The gathering was
show. Kapyong is*ibattle very well conducted. There was
Canadians took part in. They an exchange and collection of
were fighting hand to hand with information from Métis citizens,
Chinese and North Korean healthcare providers, Health
soldier. There were 10 Care Authorities and invited
Canadians killed and 33 professionals. The information
Canadians wounded. collected and shared will help to
build the stepping stones in the
development of Métis specific
health care delivery.

S

NO REPORT AVAILABLE

)

NO REPORT AVAILABLE

In April we attended Coutenay’s
community meeting followed

by a potluck dinner. Handed out
more disability Tax Credit March 27", Region 3 Métis

forms, signedup 2 veterans, veteran Rep attended a Pipe
Zrclngvv_astwted back for their  ceremony and pot luck feast, for
N June. Métis Elder, George McDermott,
| have been inVited to attend Who passed away March t?o
Cowichan meeting and potluck 2009. George was a highly
May T%rd. respected for his native spiritual
Funding for travel to these and medicinal knowledge. His
community events provided by a fyneral was attended by
grant fromA &M HOldingS. approximate|y f|fty peop|e
including Region 3 Métis
Veterans Rep, Ernest Parenteau,
NO REPORT AVAILABLE MNBC Minister of Health &

NO REPORT AVAILABLE

NO REPORT AVAILABLE



11th Anniversary Commemoration Ceremony at Radar Hi

Art Lefever

MNBC Vice Chairman, Art Lefever at the Radar Hill

Great day great turnout, we had 5 Métis Veterans
from Region 1 attend.

This is write-up sent out to media by Colonel
Bishop

The 11th Anniversary Commemoration Ceremony
at Radar Hill on April 24th was most successful
this year with more than 50 attending including
representatives from Unit 27 (Victoria), Unit 39
(Courtenay) and Unit 61 (Nanaimo). Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve hosted the event in their
normal efficient manner with Superintendent Kim
Seward-Hannam giving the Welcoming Address.
Bgen (rtd) Larry Gollner, Colonel of the Regiment,
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry was

specifically recognized.

Unit 61 are congratulated as they had a significan
contingent including Chaplin Ernest Gray, their Sgt
-at Arms, a pipe band, a bugler, Royal Canadian
Legion representation and many veterans of the
War in Korea. Two Kapyong veterans attended
including Russ Murphy and John Bishop who
served together in the same 2 PPCLI rifle company
in 1950-51. It was appreciated by all to see soyman
National Park staff, Royal Canadian Mounted
Police representation, wives and tourists at the
ceremony. John Bishop read the Honour Roll and
was allowed to be Master of Ceremonies.

An outstanding luncheon was served at the
Wickaninnish Inn following the commemoration.
The Pacific Rim National Park hosted the luncheon,
assisted financially by the immediate past pregiden
of Unit 61, who has forbidden me to acknowledge
his support by name. Wickaninnish Inn published a
table menu for the Korea War Veterans which was
sincerely appreciated and enjoyed by the more than
40 who attended the luncheon.

The weather was outstanding with light winds and
mainly sunny skies. Members of Unit 61 were un-
able to attend the ceremony last year because they
could not get out of Nanaimo due to deep snow.
Overall, it was an appropriate outstanding
successful ceremony this year and, many thanks to
all for your attendance.

MNBC VETERANS COMMITTEE
MEMBERSHIP REPORT

We currently have 46 regular

members. March 16" : Alan Edkins

We have more than tripled : Deloris O’Leary-Luzeny April 27" : Garry Martin

our membership in our first|| March 31 : Ronald Snider May 1%  : Ted Lessard

year as the MNBC Veterang| April1®  : Gordon McGregor : Jim Louttit

Standing Committee : Vera Dudlyke May 7" : Art Lefever
April 2™ :Irene Flett




These news excerpts are not intended as advertise-

NeWS |temS Of |ntereSt tO Veterans ment but are passed along for information only

Government of Canada to Honour Canadian Forces antfeterans with Free Travel
Offer expanded to include VIAL Class and Sleeper

Conditions

Those eligible for the special fares are active ratided Military Forces, Reserve Military Forceppuses
and dependants. Members of the Canadian Forced frae in Comfort class and can bring up to five
family members travelling with them at 50 per cefiithe regular applicable fare. Children under 12
accompanied by an adult can travel free as part&t “Kids Travel Free” program. VIA is also offarg

a 50% discount to personnel and their familiedloéfregular adult fare in VIAL, Sleeper and Totem
classes, depending on availability. All bookingssirioe made by June 15, 2009, and travel must take p
in July. Other conditions may apply.

For more information, go to \9To reserve, call VIA's special toll-free numideB00-
661-6791(or 1 800 268-9503 for the hearing impaired).

Ministers Strahl and Thompson Announce Partnershipo Launch Metis Veterans Web Site

OTTAWA, ONTARIO--(Marketwire - April 6, 2009) - Thelonourable Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development and Federal lo@rtor for Métis and Non-Status Indians, and the
Honourable Greg Thompson, Minister of Veterans idfaoday announced a partnership with the Métis
National Council to launch a web site that willoal the Canadian public to gain deeper awareneggeof
role played by Metis veterans during the First Sedond World Wars.

"l am delighted that Métis veterans will finallyyea venue through which they can tell their skoake
heroism and sacrifice," said Minister Strahl. "Tisi®n important step forward, not just for theevahs and
their families, but for all Canadians. These aosig$ that we all need to hear."

"This project will pay tribute to the dedicationdabravery of Métis Veterans who have served ountgu
during wartimes," said Minister Thompson. "Theiucage, sacrifices and accomplishments are a softirce
pride to their families, communities and all Caraadi."

The web site will provide a virtual library throughhich Metis veterans will be able to share their
photographs, stories, remembrances and the leiseyntearned through their war experiences. It aldb
give Métis veterans information on program and ises/supports.

The Government of Canada is providing approxima$8§,000 that will be used to create a content
management system that will enable the Metis Nati@ouncil (MNC) to store and disseminate data and
research in real time, and to transmit knowledgethers using electronic data, graphic models,caadd
video streaming mediums. The system will provide MNC with a compelling and user-friendly tool to
advance the interests of Métis Veterans.




Courtenay & Comox School District Aboriginal Graduation & Honors
Ceremony W & M Koenders

Some of the Comox spelt [K'omoks] Native
Band Drummers & Singers Performing The
Welcome to Guests At the Graduation
Ceremony.

A%

Métis Graduates present for the ceremony with
Métis dignitaries, K. Mclvor, D. Hodgson, B.
Mercredi, A. Edkins & W. Koenders.

Ken Mclvor, Dave Hodgson, Bryce Mercredi, Alan Edhkn,
Walter Koenders

Colleen Hodgson, Ken Mclvor & Alan Edkin presented the Students with their Métis Sashes.
Aboriginal Education School District # 71 Comox Valley Thursday May 14th, 2009.



MNBC President Dumont reaches Golden Age

May 16", 2009 was a day of celebration for our MNBC PrestdBruce Dumont in
recognition of his 68 Birthday.

The celebration took place at the Errington Veterdall in the Mid-island Métis
community. There were over one hundred family faieethds in attendance to offer
their best wishes and congratulations to Bruce.

There was a feast of plenty with Buffalo burgerd &lotdogs prepared by Henry Hall,
Bruce’s cousin, Peter Dumont and brother-in-lawyy.aPotluck salads, bannock and
desserts brought by guests which were deliciouspéardiful, complimented the meal.

Leo Dumont, Bruce’s big brother, an accomplishedisfginger, MC’d and entertained

the gathering along with a Comedian. Leo has plagedss Canada, Batoche and in
Nashwville.

Spalding grade X11 Student wins Provincial Poetry 6ntest sponsored by Canadian Legion, 1968.

To Canadian Sons To fight the raging war. | seem to see his smile.
He quicKly slithers across the groundAs | watched him go, | loved him so, It tells me, "Mom, | gave my life,
' And oh! How my heart was sore! I'll see you in a while.”
Cold and hungry and scared. His letters came and revealed the life
No one knows the fear he had, Of terrors across the sea. He gave his life, that son of mine,
And who can | tell him cared? | realized then, that my precious son,  So we could all be free.
This son of mine was a Christian boy, Would never come back home to But, how many other men like him,
His faith in God was strong, me. Gave life to you and me?
The fighting, the dying, the pitiful November eleventh, Remembrance And that is why | can't forget,
cries, Day, To praise where praise is due,
How could | say it was wrong? Is always in my heart. Dear son and soldiers of our land,
For I love him still, and always will, I’'m very proud of you.
He went away this child of mine, Even though we had to part.

As | lay my wreath along the earth, By Judy Lyonais



Mét|S Awal’eneSS in Surrey Submitted by: Veteran Ken Fisher

MNBC President Bruce Dumont along with Métis El@eYeteran, Frazer MacDonald presenting the
MNBC Meétis Flag to the Students at the AboriginalyBCelebrations at the Kwantlen Park Senior
Secondary. School in Surrey BC. This was arrangdxting more awareness about the Métis in BC sshool
to the attention of students and teachers atdhiglIEducational facility in Surrey. This was h€hlursday,
May 7th in the AM .

Others in attendance were Métis Authors, GeorgeTand/ Goulet, Métis Jigger'/Dance InstructorevB
Lambert, MNBC Director of Education, Colleen HodgsMNBC CEO Malonie Langthorne, Nova Métis
Heritage Association President, Ken Fisher andaNdetis Elder and Councillor Mr. Alvin Myhre.

"Métis Awareness" is an ongoing program that isdpéostered in the Metro Vancouver Regional School
Districts to make the General public more familaih the Culture and History and the uniqueness of
Métis people and how they fit in the Canadian mosé&iNationalities in Canada.

Congratulations......

Congratulations go out to Thompson / Okanagan @Re8)
Métis Veteran Committee representative Ernest Reaerand
wife Gail on the early arrival of their first grasmh, Tadhg
(Tyg) Addison Parenteau-Bouzane. Born May 15th 92810
Vernon B C.

Another little Métis man joins our great Nation.







Interim Executive

Chairman - Walter Koenders 250-248-2556
walterbk@shaw.ca

Vice Chairman - Art Lefever 250-616-0602
lefever83@yahoo.com

Secretary —Ernest Parenteau 250-547-6525
mrsparenteau@gmail.com

Membership - Art Lefever 250-616-0602
lefever83@yahoo.com

#$ %&& S
i *0 + $i /(/ ) Women'’s Rep - Barbara Hulme = 250-477-6982

’ barstan@shaw.ca

Interim Regional Reps.
0 180%62$$%H$%EE $ g P

Region 1: Art Lefever 250-616-0602
&% $/%2$8% 2 lefever83@yahoo.com

Region 2: Ken Fisher 604-589-7879
kenfisher@novametisnewslink.ca

~%- Region 3: Ernest Parenteau 250-547-6525

32 - 0 14 eng_on_blueacres@telus.net
-0 + 4,-%3
Region 4: Gordon McGregor 250-354-4332
Serving Métis Veterans of BC gordon88@telus.net

Region 5: Stan Dotchain 250-962-7856

Region 6: Arnold Anderson 250-624-2395
raveness_rose@yahoo.com

We're on the Web Region 7: Garry Martin 250-783-0769
martin@pris.ca

www.MNBC.ca

MNBC Minister responsible for Veterans
Veteran tab Lissa Smith 25BA171
Ismith@mnbc.ca

RECIPE FOR A HAPPY DAY
1 cup of friendly words
2 heaping cups of understanding
4 heaping teaspoons Time & Patience
Pinch of warm Personality
Dash of Humour




