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Aboriginal Health Research Awards & Fellowships

Call for Applications
Background

The Canadian Institutes of Health Research - Institute of Aboriginal Peoples’ Health has provided a grant to the University of British Columbia for the development and implementation of the BC Aboriginal Capacity and Developmental Research Environment (ACADRE). 
The working title for the BC ACADRE is “What works: The 4 R’s of Aboriginal Health (Respect, Reciprocity, Relevance, and Responsibility). 

In the context of the BC ACADRE, the 4 R’s are applied as follows:

1. Respect:  is demonstrated toward Aboriginal Peoples’ cultures and communities by valuing their diverse knowledge of health matters and toward health science knowledge that contributes to Aboriginal community health and wellness.

2. Relevance:  to culture and community is critical for the success of Aboriginal health training and research

3. Reciprocity:  is accomplished through a two-way process of learning and research exchange. Both community and university benefit from effective training and research relationships.

4. Responsibility:  is empowerment and is fostered through active and rigourous engagement and participation.

Based on the four R’s, the BC ACADRE has identified four major research themes that reflect consultation with the Aboriginal community and faculty expertise. 

1) Respecting Aboriginal community health strengths for developing health assessments and ethical research practices.

2) Enacting responsibility toward Aboriginal traditional cultural knowledge.
3) Promoting holistic wellness in mental health and addictions.
4) Supporting community motivated emerging research themes.
Purpose

One of the goals of the BC ACADRE is to recruit and improve Aboriginal access to health research training programs and health research careers.  The Aboriginal Health Research Awards and Fellowships are intended to support and increase the number of Aboriginal health professionals with health research skills and research experience.


Eligibility

Individuals that are:

· attending a post-secondary institution in British Columbia

· enrolled in health science programs and/or undertaking Aboriginal health related research in the province of British Columbia

Students of Aboriginal ancestry are strongly urged to apply.

Types of Health Research Awards & Fellowships

The following Aboriginal Health Research Awards & Fellowships are offered by the BC ACADRE.  (NOTE:  the numbers and amounts of the awards may vary depending upon eligible applications.)


1.  Undergraduate Student - Health Research Awards

Up to 5 research awards in the amount of up to $4,048.00 each will be given to students enrolled in health science programs. This award is intended to support undergraduate students to obtain research experience and mentorship from faculty.  Applicants must identify a faculty mentor who is willing to supervise their work on the faculty member’s Aboriginal health research project.  See application procedure below, for more information.

2.  Master’s Student - Health Research Fellowships

Up to 6 research fellowships in the amount of up to $16,000.00 each (per annum) will be given to students enrolled in health science programs and/or who are conducting research about Aboriginal health.  Medical students enrolled in a BC medical or residency programs are eligible to apply.  Meritorious
 candidates may receive the award for a total of 2 years.  Applicants must indicate their research interests and demonstrate how their program of study addresses Aboriginal health research. 

3.  Ph.D Student - Health Research Fellowships 

Up to 3 research fellowships in the amount of up to $19,030.00 each (per annum) will be given to students enrolled in health science professional degree programs and/or who are conducting Aboriginal health research.  Meritorious candidates may receive an award for a total of 3 years.  Applicants must indicate their research interests and demonstrate how their program of study addresses Aboriginal health research.

Health Research Awards & Fellowships – Time Period

The BC ACADRE Aboriginal Health Research Awards and Fellowships are allocated on an annual basis.  The applicable time period for these health research awards will be April 1, 2005 – March 31, 2006.

Application Procedures for Undergraduate Students

Application packages for BC ACADRE undergraduate student health research awards must include the following materials:

1. A completed application form (attached).

2. An application cover letter that includes:

a. A one-paragraph statement describing the research experiences the applicant will gain from working with a faculty mentor.  The research project must be related to Aboriginal health.

b. A brief statement describing the applicant’s career goals, academic background, and Aboriginal community service.

c. Confirmation that two letters of reference have been/or will be sent under separate cover directly from the references along with identification of those references.

3. A one-page curriculum vitae.

4. Two letters of reference must be submitted directly to the BC ACADRE office.  One letter must be from the faculty mentor indicating that he/she is willing to supervise the applicant’s research experience and provide a brief description of the research project and the type of research experience the applicant will receive.  And the other letter must be from a recognized Aboriginal organization or community leader.

5. An official transcript (must be original – no photocopies accepted).  If the institution will be sending the transcript directly to the BC ACADRE office, please indicate this fact in the application cover letter.

Application Procedures for Graduate Students

Application packages for BC ACADRE graduate student health research fellowhips must include the following materials:

1. A completed application form (attached).

2. An application cover letter that includes:

a. A 2-4 page statement describing how the applicant’s research interests and proposed research topic or research project meets the 4 R’s of Aboriginal Health Research and fits within the research themes of the BC ACADRE (as described on page 1 of this document).

b. A two-page statement describing career goals, academic program, and Aboriginal community service activities that support the purposes of the BC ACADRE.

c. Confirmation that two letters of reference have been/or will be sent under separate cover directly from the references along with identification of those references.

3. A two-page curriculum vitae.

4. Two letters of reference must be sent directly to the BC ACADRE office. One reference must be from the applicant’s research supervisor if the applicant is in the research stage of her/his studies or from an academic referee such as an instructor.  The other reference letter must be from a recognized Aboriginal organization or community leader.

5. An official transcript (must be original – no photocopies accepted).  If the institution will be sending the transcript directly to the BC ACADRE office, please indicate this fact in the application cover letter.

NOTE:  Incomplete application packages will not be considered by the Adjudication Committee.  Please ensure that all required attachments are provided and/or identified in the application cover letter.

Review Allocation Criteria

All applications will be reviewed by an Adjudication Committee and rated based on the following criteria:

· Enrolled in health science programs and/or undertaking health related research in the province of British Columbia

· Applicable time period of April 2005 – March 2006

· Completed application form

· All required documentation included in package

· Clear connection to Aboriginal health research

· Clear connection to Aboriginal community

· Demonstrated awareness of BC ACADRE research themes and goals

· Demonstrated understanding and application of the 4 R’s of Aboriginal Health

· Good academic standing

· priority will be placed on applications that focus on an Aboriginal community driven process to ensure meaningful Aboriginal involvement which is consistent with the notion of community-based participatory research

For More Information Please Contact:

Kim C. Brooks, BC ACADRE

Phone:  604-827-5464
      Toll-Free:  1-866-880-5464 (within BC)

Fax:  604-822-2495

Email:  kcbrooks@interchange.ubc.ca

Submit Completed Applications to:

Attention:  Kim C. Brooks

BC ACADRE

Institute for Aboriginal Health

College of Health Disciplines

#400 – 2194 Health Sciences Mall

Vancouver, BC   V6T 1Z3

Application Deadline:

Complete application packages must be received in the BC ACADRE office by no later than 4:30pm on Friday, January 7, 2005.

Note:  Applications will be adjudicated by February 18, 2005.  Successful applicants will be notified by February 25, 2005.










� An applicant will be considered to be meritorious if the following criteria are met:  1.  substantial progress in program, 2.  continued support from community, and 3.  recommendation of supervisor.





PAGE  

